
fill in the blank challenge

Pennsylvania is the only state that produces 
 coal as well as  

bituminous coal and is the 4th largest coal  
producing state in the nation.

Invented in Lancaster Co. in the late 1700s, the 
, was a heavy, covered 

vehicle. They did not carry settlers west, but instead hauled goods 
along the east coast. They became obsolete as railroads started 
large load hauling in the early 1800s.

This animal was extirpated in Pennsylvania by 1897. Due to 
reintroduction,  currently 
inhabit portions of north central Pennsylvania. They are also called 
“wapiti,” an indigenous word meaning “white deer,’’ referring to its 
pale spring coat or light-colored rump.

There are three types of this animal in North America, 
only Ursus americanus is found in Pennsylvania. 
Although in western North America they can vary in 
color, the Pennsylvania  
‘s coat color remains true to their name.

This animal is the Pennsylvania State mammal and is known for 
the white flash of its tail.  are the 
most widely distributed large animal in North America and have 
been managed as game animals in Pennsylvania since the time of 
William Penn.
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Living his adult life in Philadelphia, 
 is considered 

one of our nation’s founding fathers. He is the 
only person who signed the Declaration of 
Independence (1776), the Treaty of Alliance, Amity, 
and Commerce with France (1778), the Treaty of 
Peace between England, France, and the United 
States (1782), and the U.S. Constitution (1787).

As the state tree of Pennsylvania, the 
 is slow-growing. It takes 250—300 

years to reach maturity and can live for 800 years. They 
provide shade and habitat for many species of animals in 
Pennsylvania’s forests

 is the only  
U.S. President (1857-1861) born in Pennsylvania. He is widely 
remembered for his failure to understand the complex issues that 
were dividing the nation in the run up to the American Civil War. 

 , a town in Adams County, marks the site 
of one of the most famous battles of the American Civil War. Fought 
from July 1 to 3, 1863, the battle had the largest number of casualties  
in the war. The battle is thought of as a turning point in the war.

Found in the southeast of the state during the Late Triassic, 230 to 222 
million years ago, the  is a small 
gliding reptile. Although it didn’t actually fly, it is believed that it expanded 
its ribs to create the “wings” it used to glide from tree to ground.

The origin of Pennsylvania’s nickname, “The   
State,” is unknown. Regardless of its origin, the nickname has come to 
represent Pennsylvania’s geographic, economic, social and political impact 
on the founding and growth of United States.
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The 11th largest lake globally 
(measured by surface area), 

  
was formed by glaciers over 4,000 years ago. Its 

name, meaning “long tail”, comes from the indigenous people who lived 
along its southern shores. 

  
was an artist/illustrator who created more than 3,000 
paintings and illustrated 112 books. His illustrations for 
the novel Treasure Island are some of his most famous 
masterpieces.  Today, the Brandywine River Museum 
showcase his art, home and studio. 

Founder of our colony,  was a devout 
member of the Quaker faith. This devotion inspired the foundations 
of Pennsylvania: religious toleration, representative government 
and respect for the native people. 

Discovered in a peat bog in Monroe County on July 5, 1968, 
the Marshalls Creek  is 
one of the most complete skeletons of its type found on 
the east coast. This proboscidean lived throughout North 
America from 5.2 million years ago to 10,000 years ago.

An elusive aquatic mammal, the  is found in every 
major Pennsylvania river system. They are extremely curious and playful, 
sliding on muddy banks and playing with food, stick and stones.
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Q Brought to Pennsylvania by early Dutch and English settlers as a 
functional, household item and turned into a decorative art by the 
Pennsylvania German settlers,  are appreciated for 
their intricate patterns, hand stitching, and color choices.



The   
has been Pennsylvania’s official state bird since 1931. The 
bird’s plumage is rich brown sprinkled with white, black, 
and brown. Its name comes from the iridescent black 
feathers that almost completely encircle its neck.

Soon after William Penn’s arrival in the new world, he negotiated 
multiple agreements with the Lenape. The agreement negotiated 
with Chief Tamanend at Shackamaxon is often called the 

 because legend says the meeting was  
held under an elm tree. 

One of the Continental Army’s encampments from  
December 1777 to  June 1778,  
serves as a sober reminder of the grim conditions faced 
by revolutionary soldiers. Up to 2,000 soldiers died from 
disease and malnutrition during the winter months.

Pennsylvania’s most famous songwriter of the 19th 
century,   , is primarily known 
for his more than 200 popular songs, most notably “Oh! 
Susanna”, “Beautiful Dreamer”, “Jeanie with the Light 
Brown Hair”, and “Camptown Races”.

Pennsylvania was the first state to pass the Abolition 
Act in 1780. Due to this, many stations for the 

 were located throughout 
Pennsylvania providing help to African American slaves 
seeking freedom in the north. 
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A  is a dome-shaped structure made of bark 
and bent saplings with a hearth at its center.  These homes were 
built by the native people of Pennsylvania during the Late Woodland 
Period (1000 BP-1550 AD). 

You can’t spell this famous Pennsylvania town name 
without using an X.  
 is best known for its celebration of Groundhog  
Day every February 2. 

The first  in America opened on July 1, 1874 in Philadelphia. It cost 
adults 25 cents and children 10 cents for admission. Visitors were able to view 
bears, deer, leopards, monkeys, bison and even an African elephant. 
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As the British occupied Philadelphia in late 1777, the Continental Congress moved west 
by passing Lancaster (the seat of state government) and across the Susquehanna River to 

 the next big town. During their 9 months in this city, Congress 
signed the Articles of Confederation, the precursor to the US Constitution.
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